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MEC KAUNDA LAUDS THE LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS FOR 

CONDUCTING SUCCESFUL OPERATIONS OVER THE WEEKEND  

THE KwaZulu-Natl MEC for Transport, Community Safety and Liaison, Mxolisi 

Kaunda, has commended the sterling work of the police for maintaining high visibility 

in Umlaza, which resulted in the arrest of seven people at the night vigil and funeral 

of a gang member, Sandile “Chillies” Bhengu over the weekend.  

        

Since last week Monday, police conducted a number of crime prevention operations, 

which yielded good results. These include the arrest of suspects on various cases 

ranging from the possession of illegal firearms, dagga and impersonating law 

enforcement officers. 

 

All the suspects will appear at Umlaza Magistrate Court today.  

 

Kaunda praised the police for leaving nothing to chance in stabilising uMlaza during 

the night vigil and the funeral of Bhengu. “Although there were few incident of 

criminality, we would like to give our men and women in blue uniform a huge pat on 

the back for suffocating the criminals in Umlaza over the weekend. This is a clear 

indication that government is serious when it says it is committed to ensure that 

people are and feel safe wherever they are,” said Kaunda. 

 



He urged the police to continue to sustain the operations in the area until the 

situation returns to normal. Kaunda also thanked the community for being the eyes 

and ears of the police.  “We further encourage members of our society to play an 

active role in making sure that we have safe and crime free communities”, said 

Kaunda 

 

Meanwhile, Kaunda has applauded all the law enforcement officers in the province 

for maintaining high visibility on all the roads leading to Nongoma for the annual reed 

dance ceremony over the weekend.  

 

The provincial Department of Transport, working with the SAPS and municipalities 

deployed about 3000 law enforcement officers throughout the province to ensure 

that maidens travel safely to and from the Enyokeni Royal Place.  

 

“We congratulate our law enforcement officers for closing ranks in ensuring that we 

have an incident-free ceremony over the weekend,” said Kaunda.  

 

Ends 

For more information contact: 

Mluleki Mntungwa: 060 974 1140 OR Kwanele Ncalane on 079655 5755 


